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men formed of the shell, which possesses fewer medicinal
properties, precious vessels, cutting off a transverse slice, which
constituted the lid; in this they put their tobacco, betel lime,
and whatever else they masticate, believing they could never
then be contaminated by anything noxious.1
With the discovery of the Seychelles in 1743, a new period
began for the Sea Coconut, the object of so many legends and
superstitions. La Bourdonnais2 was the first to discover the
tree on one of the Seychelles Islands. He called it "Isle of
Palms % now known by the name of Praslin. Later on the tree
was also found on Curieuse and Round Island. These are
within half a mile of each other, mountainous and rocky.
" To behold these trees ", remarks Harrison, "growing in thousands,
close to each other, the sexes intermingled ; a numerous offspring
starting up on all sides, sheltered by the parent plants ; the old
ones fallen into the sear and yellow leaf, and going fast to decay,
to make room for the young trees presents to thfe eye a picture
so mild and pleasing, that . it is difficult not to look upon
them as animated subjects, capable of enjoyment, and sensible
of their condition."
Although the tree had been discovered at last, it still took a
long time before it was accurately described. Pierre Sorinerat*
gave a description of it, though not a very scientific one, when
on his tour to New Guinea he landed upon the Isle des Palmiers
(Praslin). He was the first to introduce the tree into the Isle
of France.
The description given by Kochon4 does not ^dd any new
information. It is, however, interesting to hear that it .was not
uncommon as late as 1759 to see the nuts sold for upwards of
four hundred pounds sterling each.
After this several botanists described the palm under
different names : Gmelin called it Coeos maldivica^ * Giseke,
1 €C. Curtis, Botanical Magazine, 2
-Mahe de la Bonrdonnais, barn in 1389, died in 1753.
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